
‘Dirty Weekend’ 
of  archaeology at       

Willow Court 
10th - 13th February 2017

Professional Learning for teachers

 in New Norfolk, Tasmania



What?
‘Dirty Weekend’ Professional Learning for Teachers in New Norfolk, Tasmania is a joint project 
between Flinders University’s Department of Archaeology and the University of Tasmania’s 
Faculty of Education.

When?
5.00 pm Friday 10 February to 3.00 pm Monday 13 February 2017 (Participants must be able to 
commit to attendance during the whole time).

Why?
To give in-service teachers a professional learning experience that will provide: 

 *   An unprecedented opportunity to work as an archaeologist on an authentic archaeological 
excavation in Tasmania.

 *   First-hand knowledge of the workings of Willow Court, Tasmania’s colonial mental health 
institution. 

 *   Practical archaeological skills that teachers can incorporate into their History teaching and 
learning programs for the Australian Curriculum.

Where?
New Norfolk, Tasmania:  Google map https://goo.gl/maps/QbRZRbfKEEC2

Also known as:

‘Lunatic Asylum’, New Norfolk, 1829-1859;  ‘Hospital for the Insane’, New Norfolk, 1859-1915;  
‘Mental Diseases Hospital’, New Norfolk, 1915-1937; ‘Lachlan Park Hospital’, 1937-1968;  ‘Royal 
Derwent Hospital’, 1968–2001



How?

Who?

Places are limited this season to 10 in-service teacher participants. Applications close Friday 16th December 2016. Fill in the 
Expression of Interest form which can be accessed at:

 https://goo.gl/forms/UwngCs744GLYwA5w1  

 An invoice for $500 Professional Learning Fee (PLF) will be emailed to you so you can arrange electronic payment. This will 
secure your place on the team.  

Full payment of PLF is due by Tuesday 20 December 2016. Once we have confirmed your place in the program and you have 
paid your fee it will not be refundable. The PLF will cover:

 *   Preparatory video lectures and site orientation. 

 *   Information booklet and suggestions for classroom activities.    

 *   On-site instruction and supervision from archaeologists and team leaders.                                                                                                          

 *   Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea for Saturday, Sunday and Monday and all excavation equipment.

 *   Certificate of Completion from the University of Tasmania as evidence of your participation in Professional Learning. 

Associate Professor Heather Burke, Flinders University, Director of Willow 
Court Archaeological Project.

Dr Louise Zarmati, Archaeologist, Teacher Educator and Lecturer in 
Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tasmania, Coordinator of 
teachers and team leaders.

Alethea Kinsela, Archaeologist and teacher, author of Ancient Australia 
Unearthed, trench supervisor and team leader.

You are responsible for:
 *   Travel to and from New Norfolk 

 *   Accommodation (free, basic dormitory accommodation will be available, 
but you are welcome to arrange your own accommodation in New Norfolk)  

 *   Dinners (Friday, Saturday, Sunday nights) and Breakfasts (Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday mornings) 

 *   Protective boots, hat, sunscreen, sunglasses, protective clothing (trousers, 
not shorts, and long sleeved shirts, not T-shirts) 

We look forward to your attendance at this exciting Professional Learning 
archaeology weekend. Please do not hesitate to contact me with further 
questions.  

 Dr Louise Zarmati 

Faculty of Education, University of Tasmania 

Email: louise.zarmati@utas.edu.au 

Phone: (03) 6324 3370

Sarah Stockwin, Teacher and Archaeological Illustrator, team leader.

Melissa Riley, Archaeologist and teacher ,Co-ordinator of Project 
Archaeohub,  trench supervisor and team leader.





WILLOW COURT DIRTY WEEKEND

For more information contact

Dr Louise Zarmati

Faculty of Education

University of Tasmania

Email: louise.zarmati@utas.edu.au 
Phone: (03) 6324 3370

Twilight images of the asylum are courtesy of Damian Bester.


